In principle, dental health education in the school setting should be an extremely important component of efforts to 
percent of the dentists surveyed admitted that they themselves did not attempt to educate patients routinely in their own offices although they overwhelmingly recognized the importance of doing so.&dquo; In addition, nearly two thirds of the dental hygienists questioned reported spending less than 30 percent of their time on diet and oral hygiene instruction..
Even when the dentist does function as a dental health educator, the kind of education he provides in the treatment setting may be limited, with emphasis on the patient's current oral problem rather than on dental health in general. Furthermore, only about half the American public visit the dentist in a given year which limits the scope of coverage of the general population. 14 Another First, the teaching of desired dental health practices needs to contain some components that will permit effective self-appraisal and selfreinforcement by the student in the home setting. Second 
